
Welcome to Tree of Life! 

The members of Tree of Life extend to you a hearty welcome! 
We are a congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS: www.wels.net). 

As congregation of this synod, we are striving to be a family where God is glorified and his saving 
message is shared with all people.  We don't claim to be the only saving church, but we do strive to 
preserve and pass on the truth as it's found in the Bible.  We at Tree of Life believe and teach that… 
 

1. The Bible is the inspired Word of God, with no mistakes and no errors, his unchanging message to all 
people of all times:   
"Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit." (2 Peter 1:21) 

2. God created people holy and without sin, but by their own choice they disobeyed God and brought sin 
upon the whole human race: "Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and 
in this way death came to all men, because all sinned." (Romans 5:12) 

3. The final result of sin is not only the end of our earthly life, but eternal death and separation from God in 
the agony of hell:  "The wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23) 

4. The main and central message of the Bible is the gospel - the good news that:  "God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him will not perish, but has eternal 
life." (John 3:16) 

5. Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life in the place of every human being, and Jesus suffered the punishment of 
hell for the whole human race when he died on the cross:  
"The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23) 

6. God the Holy Spirit creates and strengthens saving faith in Jesus Christ through the message about him in 
the Bible, in Baptism, and in the Lord's Supper:  "Faith comes from hearing the message, and the 
message is heard through the words of Christ." (Romans 10:17) 

7. Christians do good works, not in order to earn a place in heaven, but out of love and thanks to God who 
has already given them eternal life as a free gift through Jesus:  "I run in the path of your commands, 
for you have set my heart free." (Psalm 119:32) 

8. Christians will want to gather together regularly around the Word of God for the strengthening of their 
own trust in Jesus and for encouraging each other in the faith:  "Let us not give up meeting together, 
as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, and all the more as you see 
the (final) Day approaching." (Hebrews 10:25) 

9. Christians want to carry out the Lord's great commission to spread the good news about Jesus to others:  
"Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation." (Mark 16:15) 

10.  When the Lord returns in judgment on the last day, he will raise all the dead and give the full glory of 
everlasting life in heaven to all who trusted in him as Savior:  "When Christ, who is your life, appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory." (Colossians 3:4) 

We invite you to worship with us again and we sincerely hope that you will accept this invitation. 
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to ask. 

t h e  G o s p e l  t r a n s f o r m s  u s . . .  

T o  S e e  t h e  G l o r y  o f  C h r i s t ’ s  D e a t h  

 Tree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran Church    

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
1155 Executive Circle, Cary, NC  27511 (919) 465-4400 

www.treeoflifenc.org info@treeoflifenc.org 
Pastor Mike Geiger pastormike@treeoflifenc.org 
Vicar Steve Neuman vicarsteve@treeoflifenc.org 



Good Morning! 
Today we begin a five week worship series entitled: Praise the Lord. 
As we focus on lessons from the Psalms, we praise the Lord for the 
many blessings that he gives us. Today we focus on the blessing of 

faith.  May God bless our worship of him this morning! 

May 31,  2009May 31,  2009May 31,  2009May 31,  2009     

Praise the Lord for His Faith GivingPraise the Lord for His Faith GivingPraise the Lord for His Faith GivingPraise the Lord for His Faith Giving    

 Opening Hymn ………………………. “Come, Holy Ghost, God And Lord” 
Christian Worship Hymn 176 

Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord! 
May all your graces be outpoured 
On each believer's mind and heart; 
Your fervent love to them impart. 
Lord, by the brightness of your light 
In holy faith your church unite 
From ev'ry land and ev'ry tongue; 
This to your praise, O Lord our God, 

be sung: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Come, holy Light, Guide divine, 
And cause the Word of life to shine. 
Teach us to know our God aright 
And call him Father with delight. 
From ev'ry error keep us free; 
Let none but Christ our Master be 
That we in living faith abide, 
In him, our Lord, with all our might 

confide. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Come, holy Fire, Comfort true; 
Grant us the will your work to do 
And in your service to abide; 
Let trials turn us not aside. 
Lord, by your pow'r prepare each heart, 
And to our weakness strength impart 
That bravely here we may contend, 
Through life and death to you, our 

Lord, ascend. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 
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 M: We are reminded of how God brought us to faith through holy baptism as we begin 
our worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  AMEN 
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 LORD'S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and forever. Amen. 

Bl e s s i nB l e s s i nB l e s s i nB l e s s i n gggg     

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve 
the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen. 

Christian Worship page 44 
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Holy Spirit, ever dwelling In the holiest realms of light, 
Holy Spirit, ever brooding O'er a world of gloom and night, 
Holy Spirit, ever raising Those on earth to thrones on high, 
Living, life-imparting Spirit, You we praise and magnify. 

 

Holy Spirit, ever living As the Church's very life, 
Holy Spirit, ever striving Through us in a ceaseless strife, 

Holy Spirit, ever forming In the Church the mind of Christ, 
You we praise with endless worship For your gracious gifts unpriced. 

 

Holy Spirit, ever working Through the Church's ministry, 
Teaching, strength'ning, and absolving, Setting captive sinners free, 

Holy Spirit, ever binding Age to age and soul to soul 
In communion never ending, You we worship and extol. 

Closing Hymn …………………………………. “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” 
Christian Worship  Hymn 182 
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Con f e s s i oCon f e s s i oCon f e s s i oCon f e s s i o n  o f  S i n sn  o f  S i n sn  o f  S i n sn  o f  S i n s     

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 
God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. Hear the word of Christ through 
his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: AMEN 

Prayer and Praise ……………………..…………………….. “Glory to God” 
Christian Worship Supplement  pages 16-18 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory!  
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
have mercy on us.  

You are seated at the right hand of the Father;  
receive our prayer, receive our prayer.  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father.  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
Glory to God, glory to God! 
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 1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the 
LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and 
forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that 
were very dry. 3 He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?"  I said, "O Sovereign 
LORD, you alone know." 
 4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make 
breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh 
come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to 
life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.' " 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a 
rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and 
flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 'This 
is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
into these slain, that they may live.' " 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 
11 Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
'Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.' 12 Therefore prophesy 
and say to them: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to 
open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves 
and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will 
settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I 
have done it, declares the LORD.' " 

“With God's Spirit, what is dead is made alive.” 

F i r s t  L e s s on  

Ez e k i e l  3 7 : 1 - 1 4  

Pra y e r  o f  t h e  Da yP ra y e r  o f  t h e  Da yP ra y e r  o f  t h e  Da yP ra y e r  o f  t h e  Da y     

M: Let us pray. 
Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift 
of grace. Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and 
living faith we may tell abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Father, one God, now and forever. 

C: AMEN. 
BE SEATED 
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Prayer of the Church …………………………….. PENTECOST- RESPONSIVE 

STAND 

M: Praise to you, Holy Spirit. We worship and glorify you as the Lord and the 
giver of life. As you were present at the beginning of the world to shed life on 
all created things, as you gave a new life of understanding to the disciples in 
your Pentecost baptism of fire, so by the baptism of water with the Word, 
you have made the light of faith shine in our hearts to know Jesus as our 
Lord. 

 In thanksgiving for your gifts to us, we confess: 

C: I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, or come to him. 

 But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with 
his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way he 
calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on 
earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

M: Holy Spirit, all-seeing Counselor and fountain of all spiritual gifts, stand by us 
in the weakness of our sinful flesh. Grant us a right understanding of the 
truths that Jesus taught. Give us strength to endure with patience whatever 
afflictions God may send into our lives. Help us, intercede for us, train us 
that we may pray to the Father with boldness and confidence. Preserve us by 
the power of your Word in our most holy faith as members of the Church, 
the body of Jesus, where there is forgiveness for all. 

C: In this Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and 
all believers. 

M: Holy Spirit, highest comfort in every need, in these gray and last days of the 
world, strengthen our feeble hands, steady our weak knees, encourage our 
fearful hearts. Remind us of your Word and promises: “Be strong; do not 
fear. Your Lord will come again. He will come to save you.” And in your 
final, mighty, creative act, O Holy Spirit, raise up our bodies so that we, 
together with all the saints, may lift up our heads and with glorified eyes see 
our Savior drawing near. 

C: On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life 
to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. Amen. 
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Friendship Registers 

Offering 

 Statement of Belief …………………………………………... Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
 the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

4 

 
P sa lm  o f  t h e  DaP s a lm  o f  t h e  DaP s a lm  o f  t h e  DaP s a lm  o f  t h e  Da yyyy     

PSALM 51b ………………………………………… Christian Worship  page 87 

O Lord, open `my lips,* 
and my mouth will de`clare your praise. 

 

You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would `bring 
it;* 
you do not take pleasure in burnt `offerings. 

 

The sacrifices of God are a broken `spirit;* 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 
will `not despise. 

 

Refrain 
 
 

Create in me a pure `heart, O God,* 
and renew a steadfast spirit with`in me. 

 

Do not cast me from your `presence* 
or take your Holy Spirit `from me. 

 

Restore to me the joy of your sal`vation,* 
and grant me a willing spirit, to sus`tain 
me. 

 

Then I will teach transgressors `your ways,* 
and sinners will turn `back to you. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen   

 
 

Refrain 

Refrain:  Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

S econd  L e s s on  

J o h n  1 4 : 2 5 - 2 7  

25"All this I have spoken while still with you. 26But the Counselor, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid. 

“Jesus tells the disciples not to be afraid, because he will send the Holy Spirit.” 
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 1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly 
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues of 
fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them. 
 5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 
7Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 
8Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); 
Cretans and Arabs-we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 
tongues!" 12Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, "What does this 
mean?" 
 13Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much wine." 
 14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 
crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to 
you; listen carefully to what I say. 15These men are not drunk, as you suppose. 
It's only nine in the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
17" 'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons 
and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will 
dream dreams. 18Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my 
Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19I will show wonders in the heaven 
above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20The 
sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the 
great and glorious day of the Lord. 21And everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.' 

 

Th i r d  L e s s on  

A c t s  2 : 1 - 2 1  

“Luke records for us the spectacular outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.” 
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Hymn ………………………….………… “O Spirit Of Life, O Spirit Of God” 
Christian Worship Hymn 186 

O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God, 
Revealer of God's holy Word, 

You come to us from God's great throne, 
From God the Father and the Son, 
O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God. 

 
O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God, 
Enlighten us by that same Word; 

Unless your grace the pow'r should give, 
None can believe in Christ and live, 
O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God. 

 
 

O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God, 
Increase our faith in our dear Lord; 
Teach us to know the Father's love 
And his dear Son, who reigns above, 
O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God. 

 
O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God, 
Lead us to love your sacred Word; 
The holy flame of love impart, 

That kindness may inspire each heart, 
O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God. 

 
Text and Tune: public domain. 

 

Psalm 51:10-19 
Pastor Mike Geiger 

Pra i s e  t h e  L o r d  f o r  P r a i s e  t h e  L o r d  f o r  P r a i s e  t h e  L o r d  f o r  P r a i s e  t h e  L o r d  f o r  

H i s  F a i t h  G i v i n g !H i s  F a i t h  G i v i n g !H i s  F a i t h  G i v i n g !H i s  F a i t h  G i v i n g !     

 

Jesus Sends Power from God 
11 AM Service  Children ages 3 years to 2nd grade 
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