
 Welcome to Tree of Life! 
The members of Tree of Life extend to you a hearty welcome!  We are a congregation of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS: www.wels.net).  As congregation of this synod, 
we strive to be a family where God is glorified and his saving message is shared with all people.  We 
don't claim to be the only saving church, but we do strive to preserve and pass on the truth as it's 
found in the Bible.  We at Tree of Life believe and teach that… 
 

1. The Bible is the inspired Word of God, with no mistakes and no errors, his unchanging message 
to all people of all times:  "Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit." (2 Peter 1:21) 

2. God created people holy and without sin, but by their own choice they disobeyed God and 
brought sin upon the whole human race: "Sin entered the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned." (Romans 
5:12) 

3. The final result of sin is not only the end of our earthly life, but eternal death and separation 
from God in the agony of hell: 
"The wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23) 

4. The main and central message of the Bible is the gospel - the good news that: 
"God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
will not perish, but has eternal life." (John 3:16) 

5. Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life in the place of every human being, and Jesus suffered the 
punishment of hell for the whole human race when he died on the cross: "The gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23) 

6. God the Holy Spirit creates and strengthens saving faith in Jesus Christ through the message 
about him in the Bible, in Baptism, and in the Lord's Supper: 
"Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the words of 
Christ." (Romans 10:17) 

7. Christians do good works, not in order to earn a place in heaven, but out of love and thanks to 
God who has already given them eternal life as a free gift through Jesus:  "I run in the path of 
your commands, for you have set my heart free." (Psalm 119:32) 

8. Christians will want to gather together regularly around the Word of God for the strengthening 
of their own trust in Jesus and for encouraging each other in the faith:  "Let us not give up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, 
and all the more as you see the (final) Day approaching." (Hebrews 10:25) 

9. Christians want to carry out the Lord's great commission to spread the good news about Jesus to 
others:  "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation." (Mark 16:15) 

10.  When the Lord returns in judgment on the last day, he will raise all the dead and give the full 
glory of everlasting life in heaven to all who trusted in him as Savior: 
"When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory." (Colossians 3:4) 

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our  
Savior Jesus Christ.” 

2 Peter 3:18 
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Welcome! 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service today we gather 
before our heavenly Father to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  May he 
bless our worship and study this morning! 

Today’s Focus 
In our Scripture lessons for worship this morning we find prophecy and fulfillment.  
The prophet Isaiah talks about a time when the blind will see and the deaf will hear.  
Jesus provides this to a blind deaf man in our Gospel.  Our Savior came with 
miraculous signs and wonders.  He took care of the physical needs of people, but more 
importantly he came to heal our souls.  Our lifeless bodies, though once a desert 
wasteland, have found eternal life in Jesus our Savior. 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

PASTOR’S GREETING 

For Your Convenience 
- Kid’s church for children 3 years old to 2nd grade prior to the sermon 
- Restrooms are available down the hallway on the right 
- Ushers are located at the entrance of the sanctuary to answer any other questions 

you might have 

Tree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran Church    

A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
 

1155 Executive Circle, Cary, NC  27511 (919) 465-4400 
 

 www.treeoflifenc.org info@treeoflifenc.org 
 Pastor Mark Schroeder pastormark@treeoflifenc.org 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 
have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed 
our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to 
live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
The following items are used or reprinted under CCLI License No. 1483936 
 
Lord, I Lift Your Name in High:  Rick Founds  © 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc. (Maranatha! Music [Admin. by Music Services]) 
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com 

Almighty Father, bless the word 
Which through your grace we now have 

heard. 
Oh, may the precious seed take root, 
Spring up, and bear abundant fruit. 
 

We praise you for the means of grace 
As homeward now our steps we trace. 
Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here 
May all at last in heav'n appear. 
 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 

CLOSING HYMN Almighty Father, Bless The Word 
Christian Worship Hymn 323 
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Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
Who on the cross did suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
Yourself to scorn did offer. 
All sins you carried for us, 
Else had despair reigned o'er us: 
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! 
 
Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
Who on the cross did suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
Yourself to scorn did offer. 
All sins you carried for us, 
Else had despair reigned o'er us: 
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! 

Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
Who on the cross did suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
Yourself to scorn did offer. 
All sins you carried for us, 
Else had despair reigned o'er us: 
Your peace be with us, O Jesus! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 

LAMB OF GOD, PURE AND HOLY 

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing; 
Fill our hearts with joy and peace. 
Let us each, your love possessing, 
Triumph in redeeming grace. 
Oh, refresh us, oh, refresh us, 
Trav'ling through this wilderness. 
 
Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 

LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING Christian Worship Hymn 268, st. 1 
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DISTRIBUTION 
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and 
with one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith. 
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OPENING HYMN Oh, For A Thousand Tongues To Sing 
Christian Worship Hymn 340 

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer's praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of his grace! 
 
My gracious Master and my God, 
Assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroad, 
The honors of your name. 
 
The name of Jesus calms our fears 
And bids our sorrows cease. 
'Tis music in the sinners ears; 
'Tis life and health and peace. 
 

He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin; 
He sets the pris'ner free. 
His blood can make the foulest clean; 
His blood avails for me. 
 
See all your sins on Jesus laid; 
The Lamb of God was slain. 
His life was once an off'ring made 
That you might live again. 
 
Glory to God and praise and love 
Be ever, ever giv'n 
By saints below and saints above, 
The Church in earth and heav'n. 
 

Text, Tune, Setting: public domain. 

INVOCATION 1 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 

1 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptisms. 
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CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
  For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant:  

 
 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
 
C: Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 
M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 
C: Christ, have mercy. 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, 
  as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours 
  now and forever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

C: Amen.  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

O holy, holy, holy 
Lord God of pow’r and might, 

Your glory, earth and heaven 
In countless ways recite. 

Hosanna! Come and save us, 
Lord God of hosts on high, 

And in your grace and mercy 
Receive our fervent cry. 

Hosanna in the highest! 
How truly blest is he 

Who in God’s name is coming 
To set his people free! 
He comes to bring salvation 
And with his blood outpoured, 

Deliver us from bondage— 
Hosanna, mighty Lord! 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 
has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 
repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 
glory everlasting. 

 

C: Amen.  
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M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 
as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 
 
C: Amen. 

GLORY BE TO GOD 2 
 
All glory be to God on high! 
Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 
We praise you for your peace and grace, 
Your favor toward our fallen race. 
 
Our grateful thanks to you we bring, 
For your great glory, heav’nly King, 
For all, O Father, you have done 
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 
 
O Lamb of God, to you we pray. 
You take all human sin away. 
Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;  
From God’s right hand, your mercy share. 
 
You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone; 
The Father’s glory you made known. 
We by your Spirit sing again: 
“All glory be to God!” Amen. 

2 Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin. 
“Glory to God in the Highest” has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth century. 
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SALUTATION 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
 

C: And also with you. 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 35:4-7a 
The prophet reassured the faithful in Israel that the LORD would not forsake or forget his people. 

He would avenge all the wrongs done to them.  

say to those with fearful hearts,  "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will 
come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you."  
5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will 
gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.  
7 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs.  (NIV) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, Giver of Life Eternal, we praise and thank you for the goodness 
and grace that you have shown to us day after day.  We have not always appreciated 
the blessings which you give and for that we are truly sorry.  Renew our thanks for 
you and our thanks for the most cherished gift of all, our Savior, Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
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OFFERING 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

THE SACRAMENT 
 
PREFACE 4  
 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
M:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is good and right so to do. 
 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his 
kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. 
Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song: 

4 The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service and lift the 
worshipers’ hearts in praise. The opening sentences are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 
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NICENE CREED 3  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian* and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

3 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in 
the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true 
God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Lord, I Lift Your Name on High (based on Psalm 146) 
Tree of Life Song Book 

Lord, I lift Your name on high; 
Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 
I’m so glad You’re in my life; 
I’m so glad You came to save us. 
 
Chorus 
You came from heaven to earth to show 

the way. 
From the earth to the cross my debt to 

pay; 
From the cross to the grave, from the 

grave to the sky; 
Lord I lift Your name on high. 

Lord, I lift Your name on high; 
Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 
I’m so glad You’re in my life; 
I’m so glad You came to save us 
 
Chorus (sing twice) 
You came from heaven to earth to show 

the way. 
From the earth to the cross my debt to 

pay; 
From the cross to the grave, from the 

grave to the sky; 
Lord I lift Your name on high. 

SECOND LESSON Acts 3:1-10 
Peter and John, by the power of God, heal a crippled man in the name of Jesus.  

1One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in 
the afternoon. 2Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate 
called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple 
courts. 3When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4Peter 
looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" 5So the man gave 
them his attention, expecting to get something from them. 
6Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." 7Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, 
and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. 8He jumped to his feet and 
began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, 
and praising God. 9When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10they 
recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called 
Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to 
him..  (NIV) 
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VERSE OF THE DAY Romans 10:17 

GOSPEL Mark 7:31-37 
Jesus heals a deaf man.  The Messiah healed both physically and spiritually. 

31Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of 
Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis.  32There some people brought to him a 
man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the 
man. 
 33After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's 
ears. Then he spit and touched the man's tongue. 34He looked up to heaven and with a 
deep sigh said to him, "Ephphatha!" (which means, "Be opened!" ).  

M: The Gospel according to Mark chapter 7. 
 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON Isaiah 35:4-7a 
Be Strong, Do Not Fear! 

HYMN OF THE DAY The Gospel Shows The Father's Grace 
Christian Worship Hymn 288 

The gospel shows the Father's grace, 
Who sent his Son to save our race, 
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died 
That we might thus be justified. 
 
It sets the Lamb before our eyes, 
Who made the atoning sacrifice 
And calls the souls with guilt oppressed 
To come and find eternal rest. 
 
It brings the Savior's righteousness 
To robe our souls in royal dress; 
From all our guilt it brings release 
And gives the troubled conscience peace. 
 
 

It is the pow'r of God to save 
From sin and Satan and the grave; 
It works the faith which firmly clings 
To all the treasures which it brings. 
 
It bears to all the tidings glad 
And bids their hearts no more be sad; 
The weary, burdened souls it cheers 
And banishes their guilty fears. 
 
May we in faith its message learn 
Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn; 
May we in faith its truth confess 
And praise the Lord, our righteousness. 
 

Text and Tune: public domain.  
*Setting: c 1993 Elfred Bloedel. Used by permission. 

35At this, the man's ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak 
plainly. 
 36Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they 
kept talking about it. 37People were overwhelmed with amazement. "He has done 
everything well," they said. "He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak." 


