
 Welcome to Tree of Life! 
The members of Tree of Life extend to you a hearty welcome!  We are a congregation of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS: www.wels.net).  As congregation of this synod, 
we strive to be a family where God is glorified and his saving message is shared with all people.  We 
don't claim to be the only saving church, but we do strive to preserve and pass on the truth as it's 
found in the Bible.  We at Tree of Life believe and teach that… 
 

1. The Bible is the inspired Word of God, with no mistakes and no errors, his unchanging message 
to all people of all times:  "Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit." (2 Peter 1:21) 

2. God created people holy and without sin, but by their own choice they disobeyed God and 
brought sin upon the whole human race: "Sin entered the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned." (Romans 
5:12) 

3. The final result of sin is not only the end of our earthly life, but eternal death and separation 
from God in the agony of hell: 
"The wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23) 

4. The main and central message of the Bible is the gospel - the good news that: 
"God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
will not perish, but has eternal life." (John 3:16) 

5. Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life in the place of every human being, and Jesus suffered the 
punishment of hell for the whole human race when he died on the cross: "The gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23) 

6. God the Holy Spirit creates and strengthens saving faith in Jesus Christ through the message 
about him in the Bible, in Baptism, and in the Lord's Supper: 
"Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the words of 
Christ." (Romans 10:17) 

7. Christians do good works, not in order to earn a place in heaven, but out of love and thanks to 
God who has already given them eternal life as a free gift through Jesus:  "I run in the path of 
your commands, for you have set my heart free." (Psalm 119:32) 

8. Christians will want to gather together regularly around the Word of God for the strengthening 
of their own trust in Jesus and for encouraging each other in the faith:  "Let us not give up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, 
and all the more as you see the (final) Day approaching." (Hebrews 10:25) 

9. Christians want to carry out the Lord's great commission to spread the good news about Jesus to 
others:  "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation." (Mark 16:15) 

10.  When the Lord returns in judgment on the last day, he will raise all the dead and give the full 
glory of everlasting life in heaven to all who trusted in him as Savior: 
"When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory." (Colossians 3:4) 

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our  
Savior Jesus Christ.” 

2 Peter 3:18 
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Welcome! 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service today we gather 
before our heavenly Father to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  May he 
bless our worship and study this morning! 

Today’s Focus 
God never promises that life on earth is going to be easier for Christians (this is called 
the Theology of Glory).  But rather he assures us that life will be even harder for Christians 
and that we will be persecuted because of our faith in Jesus (this is called the Theology of 
the Cross).  Even though our lives will be filled with trials and even though we will be 
teased and tormented because of our faith, we praise God that we bear the name of 
Christian, that we have been marked as one of God’s own and will celebrate with him in 
heaven because of the forgiveness of sins.  

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

PASTOR’S GREETING 

For Your Convenience 
- Kid’s church for children 3 years old to 2nd grade prior to the sermon 
- Restrooms are available down the hallway on the right 
- Ushers are located at the entrance of the sanctuary to answer any other questions 

you might have 

Tree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran Church    
A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

 

1155 Executive Circle, Cary, NC  27511 (919) 465-4400 
 

 www.treeoflifenc.org info@treeoflifenc.org 
 Pastor Mark Schroeder pastormark@treeoflifenc.org 
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How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord 
almighty. 

For my soul longs and even faints for You. 
For here my heart is satisfied, within Your 

presence. 
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings. 
 

Refrain 1 (sing twice) 
Better is one day in Your courts, 
Better is one day in Your house, 
Better is one day in Your courts 
Than thousands elsewhere. 

 

One thing I ask and I would seek, to see 
Your beauty 

To find You in the place Your glory 
dwells. 

One thing I ask and I would seek, to see 
Your beauty 

To find You in the place Your glory 
dwells. 

Refrain 1 (sing twice) 
 
Bridge 
My heart and flesh cry out for You, the 

living God. 
Your Spirit’s water to my soul. 
I’ve tasted and I’ve seen.  Come once again 

to me. 
I will draw near to You, I will draw near to 

You, to You. 
 
Refrain 2 (sing twice) 
 
Better is one day, better is one day,  
better is one day than thousands 

elsewhere. 
 
Refrain 1 (sing twice) 

CLOSING HYMN Better Is One Day 
Tree of Life Song Book 
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OPENING SONG He is Exalted 
Tree of Life Songbook 

Sing twice 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high; I will praise him. 
He is exalted, forever exalted, and I will praise his name. 
Jesus is Lord, forever his truth shall reign;  
heaven and earth rejoice in his holy name. 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high. 

INVOCATION 
 
M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 
 

C: And also with you. 

SONG You Are My All in All 
Tree of Life Songbook 

You are my strength when I am weak, 
You are the treasure that I seek. 
You are my All in All.  
Seeking You as a precious jewel, 
Lord, to give up I’d be a fool. 
You are my All in All.  

Refrain 
Jesus, Lamb of God,  

worthy is Your name. 
Jesus, Lamb of God,  

worthy is Your name. 
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CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 1 Psalm 51:1-5 
 
M: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your 

great compassion blot out my transgressions. 
C Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 

M: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
C: Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so 

that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 

M: Surely I was sinful at birth, 
C: sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

M: Brothers and sisters, God our heavenly Father has hidden his face from our sins 
and blotted out all of our shortcomings.  He has cleansed us with hyssop and 
washed us white as snow.  By the innocent death and sacrifice of Jesus Christ he 
has removed our guilt forever and given us the precious gift of eternal life.  
Therefore as a called servant of Christ and by his authority I forgive you all of your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

1 The pastor has the right to forgive sins on the authority of the risen Savior who gave the ministry of 
the keys to the disciples and the New Testament church.  The congregation has called the pastor to 
carry out the ministry of the keys publicly in its midst. 

SONG You Are My All in All 
Tree of Life Songbook 

Refrain 
Jesus, Lamb of God,  

worthy is Your name. 
Jesus, Lamb of God,  

worthy is Your name. 
 
 
 

Taking my sin, my cross, my shame,  
Rising again I bless Your name. 
You are my All in All. 
When I fall down, You pick me up; 
When I am dry, You fill my cup. 
You are my All in All 
 
Refrain (sing twice) 

12 

And I can see a light that is coming for the heart that holds on, 
A glorious light beyond all compare. 
And there will be an end to these troubles, but until that day comes, 
We’ll live to know you here on the earth. 
And I will fear no evil, for my God is with me, 
And if my God is with me,  
Whom then shall I fear?  Whom then shall I fear? 
 

Refrain (sing twice) 

PRAYER 
 
M: Blessed Lord, you have given your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May we so 

hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 4  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

4 The pastor turns to the holy people of God and extends to them the favor of the Lord in the words 
of the Aaronic Blessing (cf. Numbers 6:22-27).  



LORD'S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, 
  as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours 
  now and forever. Amen. 
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Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
Your perfect love is casting out fear, 
And even when I’m caught in the middle of the storms of this life 
I won’t turn back, I know You are near. 
And I will fear no evil, for my God is with me, 
And if my God is with me,  
Whom then shall I fear?  Whom then shall I fear? 
 

Refrain 
Oh no, You never let go, through the calm and through the storm. 
Oh no, You never let go in ev’ry high and ev’ry low. 
Oh no, You never let go, Lord, You never let go of me. 

SONG OF PRAISE You Never Let Go 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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2 This Hebrew word shows that the congregation is involved with the prayer, has taken ownership of it, 
and proclaims, “This is our prayer too.” 

SONG Shout to the Lord 
Tree of Life Songbook 

Verse 
My Jesus, my Savior,  

Lord there is none like You, 
All of my days, I want to praise, 
The wonders of Your mighty love. 
My comfort, my Shelter, 
Tower of refuge and strength; 
Let ev’ry breath, all that I am,  
Never cease to worship You. 
 
 
 

Chorus 
Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing, 
Power and majesty, praise to the King; 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
At the sound of Your name. 
I sing for joy at the work of Your hands,  
Forever I’ll love You, Forever I’ll stand; 
Nothing compares to the promise I have in 

You. 
 

Verse 
 

Chorus 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, you have promised us not a life on earth of glory but a life of 
bearing the cross.  Let us bear our crosses with thankful and willing hearts, never 
begrudgingly but without complaint.  Let our eyes of faith look for strength to the 
cross that Christ bore for us so that we can rest assured of the eternal life we will 
have with you.  We ask all of this in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 2  
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FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 38:1-13 
Jeremiah warns the people of God’s coming judgment and is left for dead. 

1 Shephatiah son of Mattan, Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Jehucal son of Shelemiah, and 
Pashhur son of Malkijah heard what Jeremiah was telling all the people when he said, 2 
"This is what the LORD says: 'Whoever stays in this city will die by the sword, famine 
or plague, but whoever goes over to the Babylonians will live. He will escape with his 
life; he will live.' 3 And this is what the LORD says: 'This city will certainly be handed 
over to the army of the king of Babylon, who will capture it.' " 
4 Then the officials said to the king, "This man should be put to death. He is 
discouraging the soldiers who are left in this city, as well as all the people, by the things 
he is saying to them. This man is not seeking the good of these people but their ruin." 
5 "He is in your hands," King Zedekiah answered. "The king can do nothing to oppose 
you." 
6 So they took Jeremiah and put him into the cistern of Malkijah, the king's son, which 
was in the courtyard of the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the cistern; it 
had no water in it, only mud, and Jeremiah sank down into the mud. 
7 But Ebed-Melech, a Cushite, an official in the royal palace, heard that they had put 
Jeremiah into the cistern. While the king was sitting in the Benjamin Gate, 8 Ebed-
Melech went out of the palace and said to him, 9 "My lord the king, these men have 
acted wickedly in all they have done to Jeremiah the prophet. They have thrown him 
into a cistern, where he will starve to death when there is no longer any bread in the 
city." 
10 Then the king commanded Ebed-Melech the Cushite, "Take thirty men from here 
with you and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the cistern before he dies." 
11 So Ebed-Melech took the men with him and went to a room under the treasury in 
the palace. He took some old rags and worn-out clothes from there and let them down 
with ropes to Jeremiah in the cistern. 12 Ebed-Melech the Cushite said to Jeremiah, 
"Put these old rags and worn-out clothes under your arms to pad the ropes." Jeremiah 
did so, 13 and they pulled him up with the ropes and lifted him out of the cistern. And 
Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard.  (NIV) 
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4 As a response of faith, the members of Tree of Life present gifts of money to the Lord.  God’s work 
must be done.  God’s word of salvation, the word we have just heard, must be preached to all people 
everywhere.  We pray that God use these gifts to accomplish such vital work! 

HYMN Come Follow Me the Savior Spoke 
Text: Public Domain; Tune: Dawn Williams 

OFFERING 4  

FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 
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SERMON Jeremiah 38:1-13 
It’s a Dirty Job 

O Christ, who called the Twelve, to rise and follow you, 
Forsaking old, familiar ways for ventures bold and new; 
Grant us to hear your call to risk security 
And bound in heart and will to you find perfect liberty 
 
O Christ, who taught the Twelve the truth for ages sealed, 
Whose words and works awakened faith, the ways of God revealed. 
Instruct us no, we pray, by your empow’ring Word.  
True teacher, be for all who seek, their light, their life, their Lord. 
 
O Christ, who sent the Twelve on roads they’d never trod 
To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim the nearer reign of God: 
Send us on ways where faith transcends timidity, 
Where love informs and hope sustains both life and ministry. 
 
O Christ, th’apostles’ Lord, the martyrs’ strength and song, 
The crucified and risen King to whom the saints belong: 
Though generations pass, our tribute still we bring, 
Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, our lives and offering. 
 

Text: Herman G. Steumpfle Jr., 1923–2007 © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. 

HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ, Who Called the Twelve 3  
Christian Worship Supplement Hymn 770 

3 This hymn leads us to consider the cost of discipleship and to pray for Jesus’ guidance and strength to 
fulfill his will. 
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SONG I Will Praise Him Still 

Sing twice (congregation join second time) 
 
When the morning falls on the farthest hill, 
I will sing His name, I will praise him still. 
When dark trials come and my heart is filled 
With the weight of doubt, I will praise Him still. 
For the Lord our God, He is strong to save 
From the arms of death, from the deepest grave. 
And He gave us life in His perfect will,  
and by His good grace I will praise Him still. 

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 4:12-19 
Peter encourages us to remain strong as we suffer for being a Christian. 

12Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice that you participate in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14If you 
are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and 
of God rests on you. 15If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any 
other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 16However, if you suffer as a Christian, do 
not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 17For it is time for judgment 
to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for 
those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be 
saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" 
19So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their 
faithful Creator and continue to do good.  (NIV) 
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GOSPEL Mark 8:27-35 
Jesus tells us the true cost of being one of his disciples. 

27Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way 
he asked them, "Who do people say I am?" 
28They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of 
the prophets." 
29"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Peter answered, "You are 
the Christ." 
30Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 
31He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed 
and after three days rise again. 32He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. 
33But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. "Get behind me, 
Satan!" he said. "You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men." 
34Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would 
come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35For 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the 
gospel will save it. 

VERSE OF THE DAY 2 Corinthians 12:9a 
 
M: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness.  Alleluia! 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
 the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 


