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 Welcome to Tree of Life! 
The members of Tree of Life extend to you a hearty welcome!  We are a congregation of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS: www.wels.net).  As congregation of this synod, 
we strive to be a family where God is glorified and his saving message is shared with all people.  We 
don't claim to be the only saving church, but we do strive to preserve and pass on the truth as it's 
found in the Bible.  We at Tree of Life believe and teach that… 
 

1. The Bible is the inspired Word of God, with no mistakes and no errors, his unchanging message 
to all people of all times:  "Men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit." (2 Peter 1:21) 

2. God created people holy and without sin, but by their own choice they disobeyed God and 
brought sin upon the whole human race: "Sin entered the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned." (Romans 
5:12) 

3. The final result of sin is not only the end of our earthly life, but eternal death and separation 
from God in the agony of hell: 
"The wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23) 

4. The main and central message of the Bible is the gospel - the good news that: 
"God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
will not perish, but has eternal life." (John 3:16) 

5. Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life in the place of every human being, and Jesus suffered the 
punishment of hell for the whole human race when he died on the cross: "The gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23) 

6. God the Holy Spirit creates and strengthens saving faith in Jesus Christ through the message 
about him in the Bible, in Baptism, and in the Lord's Supper: 
"Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the words of 
Christ." (Romans 10:17) 

7. Christians do good works, not in order to earn a place in heaven, but out of love and thanks to 
God who has already given them eternal life as a free gift through Jesus:  "I run in the path of 
your commands, for you have set my heart free." (Psalm 119:32) 

8. Christians will want to gather together regularly around the Word of God for the strengthening 
of their own trust in Jesus and for encouraging each other in the faith:  "Let us not give up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, 
and all the more as you see the (final) Day approaching." (Hebrews 10:25) 

9. Christians want to carry out the Lord's great commission to spread the good news about Jesus to 
others:  "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation." (Mark 16:15) 

10.  When the Lord returns in judgment on the last day, he will raise all the dead and give the full 
glory of everlasting life in heaven to all who trusted in him as Savior: 
"When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory." (Colossians 3:4) 

 

  

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our  
Savior Jesus Christ.” 

2 Peter 3:18 

Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost 
 

October 25, 2009 



 

2 

Welcome! 
Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service today we gather 
before our heavenly Father to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  May he 
bless our worship and study this morning! 

Today’s Focus 
This morning we're reminded that the gospel is a free gift of God's grace -- such a great 
gift that it inspires our heartfelt thanks. The general, Naaman, had such gratitude for 
the gift of healing that he wanted to give his wealth in thanks. But Elisha did not want 
to do anything that would cause Naaman to think that he could buy the blessing of 
God. Come, let's thank our Savior for his free gifts of grace! 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 

PASTOR’S GREETING 

For Your Convenience 
- Kid’s church for children 3 years old to 2nd grade prior to the sermon 
- Restrooms are available down the hallway on the right 
- Ushers are located at the entrance of the sanctuary to answer any other questions 

you might have 

Tree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran ChurchTree of Life Lutheran Church    
A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

 

1155 Executive Circle, Cary, NC  27511 (919) 465-4400 
 

 www.treeoflifenc.org info@treeoflifenc.org 
 Pastor Mark Schroeder pastormark@treeoflifenc.org 
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An no u n c e m e n t sA n no u n c e m e n t sA n no u n c e m e n t sA n no u n c e m e n t s     

REFORMATION INFORMATION: 
Lutheran: What does this mean?  Where did we come from?  What is our heritage?  
Brush up on your Martin Luther history and see the great grace of our God given to 
and through Martin Luther, the reformer of the church and restorer of the truth of the 
gospel.  Sundays at 9:45 AM. 

DIGGING DEEPER MIDWEEK STUDIES: 
Digging Deeper is a Bible study that goes beyond the basics.  If you would like to 
spend some time digging deeper into God's Word, join us Wednesdays at 7:15 pm at 
Tree of Life.  This study is open to all.  Our current topic featured is the “Attributes of 
God."  We hope to see you there! 

WELCOME! 
We are glad that you have joined us here this morning!  A special welcome to our 
guests and visitors.  We pray that you enjoyed the service and will worship with us 
again.  Thank you for coming. 

JOINT REFORMATION SERVICE: 
At 5 PM next Sunday, November 1st, Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Raleigh will 
host our area Joint Reformation Service.  Anyone interested in singing with the joint 
choir is invited to practice at 4 PM.  Dinner, fellowship and entertainment will follow.  
This will be a wonderful opportunity to rejoice with our brothers and sisters in Christ 
as we celebrate our Lutheran heritage. 

THANK YOU! 
We thank Pastor Rob Guenther from our sister church Gethsemane in Raleigh for 
sharing God’s Word with us this morning! 

EVANGELISM SEMINAR: 
How can we use technology to share the Gospel to a changing world?  The WELS 
Commission on Evangelism will be presenting a seminar on Reaching Out in a Digital 
World on November 14 from 10 am to 2 pm.  Lunch will be provided.  The host 
congregation will be Gethsemane in Raleigh.  If you are interested in attending please 
speak with Pastor Schroeder. 
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  Thank You to those  
Serving This Week: 

Serving Next Week: 
November 1st 

Keyboardist / 
Music 

8:30 AM: 
11 AM: 

Dawn & Philip Williams 
Dawn & Philip Williams 

Lisa Lucht 
Dawn & Philip Williams 

Refreshments  Collins & Englander Families Larsen & Lucht Families 

Kid’s Church Leader: 
Helper: 

Families Together Patty Booker 
Cori May 

Nursery Bible Study: Dori Collins Shauna Ranft 

Church 
Cleaning 

Side A: 
Side B: 

Raabe Family 
Neyhart Family 

M & K Ranft  Family 
J & S Ranft Family 

Greeters Door Greeter: 
Worship Greeter: 

Janet Austin 
 

Cathy May 
John Schmitt 

Ushers  
1st Usher: 

2nd Usher: 
Usher/Acolyte: 

30 AM 11 AM 
Gerard Lum Jack May 
Jim Lucht Philip Williams 
Andrew Lucht Cori May 

8:30 AM 11 AM 
Mike Malone Kem Ahlers 
Roy Stolpa Mike Tyler 
 Matthew Ahlers 

 
Upcoming Events    

• November 14th Evangelism Seminar at Gethsemane  @ 2 PM 

Monday • 7:30 PM Wings & the Word: Read Romans 8:1-17 

Tuesday • 9:30 AM Ladies’ Bible Study 

Wednesday • 6:00 PM 

• 6:30 PM 

• 7:15 PM 

Confirmation Class 

Teen Group Meeting 

Digging Deeper Bible Study 

Next Sunday • 8:30 AM 

• 9:45 AM 

• 11:00 AM 

• 5:00 PM 

Worship w/Communion 

Sunday School, Confirmation & Adult Bible Classes 

Worship w/Communion 
Joint Reformation Service @ Gethsemane; dinner to follow 

Today! • 3:00 PM Woodland Terrace Outreach 

Saturday  Reformation 

Thursday 6:30 PM GELS Meeting at Gethsemane  
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Verse 1 
Sing a new song to the Lord, 

He to whom wonders belong! 
Rejoice in his triumph and tell of his pow’r! 
Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! 
 
Verse2 
Now to the ends of the earth, 

See, his salvation is shown, 
And still he remembers his mercy and truth, 
Unchanging in love to his own. 
 
Verse 3 
You are Lord of creation and Lord of my life, 
Lord of the land and the sea. 
You were Lord of the heavens before there 

was time, 
And Lord of all lords you will be. 

Chorus 
We bow down and we worship you, Lord; 
We bow down and we worship you, Lord; 
We bow down and we worship you, Lord; 
Lord of all lords you will be. 
 
Verse 4 
Sing a new song and rejoice! 

Publish his praises abroad! 
Let voices in chorus, with trumpet and horn, 
Resound for the joy of the lord. 
 
Chorus 
We bow down and we worship you, Lord; 
We bow down and we worship you, Lord; 
We bow down and we worship you, Lord; 
Lord of all lords you will be. 

OPENING SONGS 
Sing a New Song to the Lord,  Christian Worship Hymn 245 

with We Bow Down,  Tree of Life Song Book 

INVOCATION  
 
M: The grace + of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 



 

4 

ABSOLUTION 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive 
us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

♫ Lord have mercy on us, come and heal our land. 
Cleanse with Your fire, heal with Your touch. 
Humbly we bow and call upon You now. 

O Lord, have mercy on us. O Lord, have mercy on us. 

LORD HAVE MERCY ON US 
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Verse 1 
Savior, again to Your dear name we raise 
With one accord our parting hymn of praise; 
Once more we bless You, ere our worship cease, 
Then, lowly bending, wait Your word of peace. 
 
Verse 2 
Grant us Your peace upon our homeward way; 
With You began, with You shall end the day; 
Guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 
That in this house have called upon Your name. 
 
Verse 3 
Grant us Your peace throughout our earthly life, 
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife; 
Then, when Your voice shall bid our conflict cease, 
Call us, O Lord, to Your eternal peace. 

CLOSING HYMN Savior, Again to Your Dear Name 
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BLESSING 

 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 
C: Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done 
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, 
  as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours 
  now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Verse 1 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me.  
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind but now I see. 
 
Chorus 1 
My chains are gone.  I’ve been set free, 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 
And like a flood, His mercy reigns 
Unending love, amazing grace. 
 
Verse 3 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
His word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be, 
As long as life endures. 

Chorus 1 
My chains are gone.  I’ve been set free, 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me. 
And like a flood, His mercy reigns 
Unending love, amazing grace. 
 
Chorus 2 
Hallelujah, grace like rain falls down on 

me; 
Hallelujah, all my stains are washed away. 
Hallelujah, grace like rain falls down on 

me; 
Hallelujah, all my stains are washed away, 
They’re washed away. 

SONGS Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)  
with Grace Like Rain 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace, 

C: That we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind; 

M: Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON 2 Kings 5:14-27 
Naaman is cleansed of his leprosy. 

14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had 
told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. 
15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before him 
and said, "Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. Please accept 
now a gift from your servant." 
16 The prophet answered, "As surely as the LORD lives, whom I serve, I will not accept a 
thing." And even though Naaman urged him, he refused. 
17 "If you will not," said Naaman, "please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a 
pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and 
sacrifices to any other god but the LORD. 18 But may the LORD forgive your servant for 
this one thing: When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is 
leaning on my arm and I bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, 
may the LORD forgive your servant for this." 
19 "Go in peace," Elisha said.  After Naaman had traveled some distance, 20 Gehazi, the 
servant of Elisha the man of God, said to himself, "My master was too easy on Naaman, 
this Aramean, by not accepting from him what he brought. As surely as the LORD lives, I 
will run after him and get something from him." 
21 So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw him running toward him, he got 
down from the chariot to meet him. "Is everything all right?" he asked. 
22 "Everything is all right," Gehazi answered. "My master sent me to say, 'Two young men 
from the company of the prophets have just come to me from the hill country of 
Ephraim. Please give them a talent of silver and two sets of clothing.' " 
23 "By all means, take two talents," said Naaman. He urged Gehazi to accept them, and 
then tied up the two talents of silver in two bags, with two sets of clothing. He gave them 
to two of his servants, and they carried them ahead of Gehazi. 24 When Gehazi came to 
the hill, he took the things from the servants and put them away in the house. He sent the 
men away and they left. 25 Then he went in and stood before his master Elisha.  "Where 
have you been, Gehazi?" Elisha asked.  "Your servant didn't go anywhere," Gehazi 
answered. 
26 But Elisha said to him, "Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his 
chariot to meet you? Is this the time to take money, or to accept clothes, olive groves, 
vineyards, flocks, herds, or menservants and maidservants? 27 Naaman's leprosy will cling 
to you and to your descendants forever." Then Gehazi went from Elisha's presence and he 
was leprous, as white as snow.  (NIV) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED (spoken) 
with   Glorify Thy Name (sung) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

♫ Father, we love You, we worship and adore You, 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

♫ Jesus, we love You, we worship and adore You, 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
 the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

♫ Spirit, we love You, we worship and adore You, 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 

Glorify Thy name, Glorify Thy name, 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTERS 

OFFERING 
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SERMON 2 Kings 5:14-27 
The Gospel Is Not For Sale 

SONG RESPONSE I Will Glory in the Cross 

(sing twice) 
I will glory in the cross, where my Jesus was crucified. 
Through His blood I stand forgiven, cleansed from sin and justified. 
I will glory in the cross.  I will ever lift it high 
As a banner for salvation, as the standard for my life. 
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SONG Great is the Lord 
 

(sing twice) 
Great is the Lord, he is holy and just, By his power we trust in his love. 
Great is the Lord, he is faithful and true, By his mercy he proves he is love. 
Great is the Lord, and worthy of glory. Great is the Lord, and worthy of praise. 
Great is the Lord, now lift up your voice, now lift up your voice: 
Great is the Lord! Great is the Lord! 
 
Ending 
Great is the Lord, and worthy of glory. Great is the Lord, and worthy of praise. 
Great is the Lord, now lift up your voice, now lift up your voice: 
Great is the Lord! Great is the Lord! 

1Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on 
Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. 2He was faithful to the one who 
appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God's house. 3Jesus has been found 
worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor 
than the house itself. 4For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of 
everything. 5Moses was faithful as a servant in all God's house, testifying to what would 
be said in the future. 6But Christ is faithful as a son over God's house. And we are his 
house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.  (NIV) 

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 3:1-6 
Our faith and hope of heaven is built on the sure foundation of Jesus. 
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GOSPEL Mark 10:17-27 
Jesus and the Young Rich Man 

17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. 
"Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 
18"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. 
19You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not 
steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.'" 
20"Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy." 
21Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then 
come, follow me." 
22At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God!" 
24The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how hard it 
is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." Continued on next page 

VERSE OF THE DAY John 6:68 
 
Sing twice– Praise Band sings 1st time; Congregation sings 2nd time 
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26The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, "Who then can be 
saved?" 
27Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but not with God; all 
things are possible with God."  (NIV) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me 
 


